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RBPlat declares zero tolerance on violence, intimidation
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RUSTENBURG (miningweekly) – South Africa’s only black-owned, black-managed and black-operated mining
 company, the JSE-listed Royal Bafokeng Platinum (RBPlat), has declared zero tolerance on the violence and
 intimidation that is sweeping though Rustenburg’s platinum belt.

“We’re not going to tolerate any violence, any threats and any intimidation against our workers, the villagers and our
 stakeholders,” RBPlat CEO Steve Phiri said on Friday, adding that the company had already taken a firm steps within
 the framework of the law to protect its employees from the threats of the area, where 45 people have died in worker
 violence.

He was speaking during question time at a function to mark the intersection of reef at RBPlat’s R11.8-billion Styldrift 1
 platinum project, which RBPlat GM Velile Nhlapo described as “something fantastic” amidst the current turmoil of
 platinum mining.

To rounds of applause, Phiri also introduced several young black managers who had been entrusted with millions of
 rands to develop the Styldrift project, which was tracking ahead of schedule and below budget.

“We are dealing with intimidation within the framework of the law and including working in cooperation with labour
 unions,” Phiri said.

He told Mining Weekly Online that the company was receiving full cooperation from the South African Police Services
 and was also deploying its own security personnel.

“We are dealing with people who are saboteurs and who think they can disrupt development and the sustainability of
 jobs in an illegal manner,” Phiri added.

As RBplat employees lived among the local communities, securing them was more challenging than for mining
 companies whose employees resided in mine hostels.

But the company was, nevertheless, dealing successfully with staff protection, as part of its commitment to safety.

He said the crisis of lack of service delivery was not confined to near-mine areas but was national in extent.

Mining company representatives had spent much time in meetings with government: “We have to join hands with
 government and work together to carry out what needs to be done,” he added.

He recalled that when some 500 RBPlat mineworkers had decided not to go to work three weeks ago and made demands
 for R12 500 a month, the company’s management discovered that it was not the unions that had made the demands, but
 a group of employees working outside of the unions.

RBPlat’s majority National Union of Mineworkers labour body together with the United Association of South Africa
 then dealt with the issue collectively.

“They rolled up their shirt sleeves and, together with management and the representatives of the disgruntled group of
 workers, sat around the table and sorted out those differences,” Phiri said.
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However, the disgruntled group resurfaced three days ago, when there were sporadic incidents.

In response, RBPlat management made themselves available around the clock.

“We are the torchbearers of black economic empowerment,” he said, recalling that the Bafokeng community had, more
 than 100 years ago, purchased the land on which RBPlat was mining and developing projects.

“These are tough times, but we’re surviving and we’re not cracking,” Phiri said, adding that the promising Styldrift
 project was creating hope.

Despite the dark period the country was experiencing, the company continued to have the support of its shareholders
 and would not need to raise capital until 2014, when it expects to raise R700-million in equity capital to complete
 Styldrift 1.

Major RBPlat shareholder Anglo American Platinum on Friday welcomed the statement of Justice Minister Jeff Radebe
 in which he warned striking miners that they would face the full might of the law if they refused to lay down their
 weapons and stop committing violence.

“We welcome the government’s comments condemning illegal actions and calling for normality to be restored. The
 platinum industry provides employment to hundreds of thousands of South Africans and makes a critical contribution to
 the South African economy. We must secure its future economic viability and the livelihoods of its employees,” Anglo
 American Platinum chairperson Cynthia Carroll said in a media release.

Styldrift, on which R2.1-billion had been spent so far, has been designed to produce at a rate of 320 000 oz a year
 initially from Merensky reef, with upper-group-two reef mining expected after 2040.
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